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intimate communion vouchsafed to the members of Christ's
body one with another/45

It was a courageous speech, which brought him many letters
of thanks from those who were present; though others left the
church deeply dissatisfied and, in the vestry after the meeting,
Lady Lodge herself appeared and there were some moments of
slightly embarrassed conversation.

The "War was a wearing time. There were no holidays of re-
cuperation abroad. There was great anxiety for Edward, until
at the end of 1917 he returned from. France to take up a post in
the Ministry of National Service. Journeys to London were ex-
hausting, since the trains, delayed by congestion of traffic, by
air raids and by alarms, were often several hours late. The raids
themselves were irksome rather than alarming, though the
war came a little closer than was pleasant when a bomb was
dropped a few yards from the front door of 88 Eaton Square.
At the end of 1918 Halifax was in his eightieth year. 'You know
I am growing very old/ he said to James. *Yes, my lord, I have
noticed it for some time,' was the candid reply.46 James was a
greater comfort than ever, and during the last months of the
"War Halifax was much exercised over the attempts, fortunately
unsuccessful, to capture his faithful attendant for the Army.
Old Halifax might be, but not too old to have lost his sym-
pathy "with the young. An Australian airman, invited to stay at
Hickleton, wrote after his departure: *It is the first time since
leaving Australia that Tve felt as if I was at home and among real
friends/47

Nor was Halifax too old to bait an occasional bishop or to
extract a good deal of fun out of life. Christmas 1918 was kept
at Hickleton in quite the old style, the house filling with chil-
dren and grandchildren. There was sliding in the stable-yard,
and a tree for the children, and Pounce Commerce for all after
dinner. The children must be introduced to Mrs. Box, the
R                                                                            n